














below NHOS and a telecommunication cable. There are at total of 3 attachees
including NHOS.

. Review of land ownership of existing pole structures.

NHOS states that each of the proposed water crossings will be placed on existing
utility poles within the existing public-right-of way.

. Review of public need and public impact.

The Safety Division’s review of the petition finds the petition to be in
conformance with the applicable sections of the NESC C2-2002.

Staff has determined, after reviewing the petition and existing field conditions,
that the water crossings require a license under RSA 371:17. Staff concurs with
the methodology utilized by NHOS in determining vertical clearances from
existing bridge structures, where the crossing is 10 feet within an existing bridge,
as the clearance will be greater than utilizing the FEMA 10 year flood profile.
Staff notes that existing water crossing licenses, for the other utilities located on
the poles utilized by NHOS, have not been researched in the interest of expediting
this petition. This is based on NHOS’ timeline dictated by Federal funding.
Finally, NHOS states it will build an open access, non-discriminatory network
offering broadband providers the ability to expand their service areas, allow
companies the opportunity to build private networks they own and control, and
give end users more choice and affordability in Internet access and
communication products. Staff concludes that NHOS has demonstrated a public
need for the proposed crossings and that approval of the petition for a license of
the proposed crossings is consistent with the public interest.

. Recommendations and Conclusions.

The Safety Division recommends approval of New Hampshire Optical Systems,
Inc.’s petition for a license to construct and maintain fiber optic cables over and
across Ashuelot River in Gilsum, Sullivan and Marlow; Dodge Brook, Giles
Brook and Babb Brook in Lempster; Sugar River in Sunapee; and Mascoma River
in Enfield, New Hampshire with the following conditions:

a) The Commission should require that all future alterations to the crossings
that may affect the public conform to the requirements of both the 2002
and 2007 editions of the NESC and be resubmitted to the Commission 60
days prior to the alteration.

b) New Hampshire Optical Systems, Inc. should be required to maintain and
operate the crossings in conformance with the NESC or risk future
revocation of the license.



